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Adina Akbik is Senior Assistant Professor of 
European Politics at the University of Leiden. Her 
main research interests focus on European Union 
(EU) institutions, policymaking, and 
accountability. Since 2024, she is leading a large 
project on the role of cultural stereotypes in EU 
governance, funded by European Research Council 
(ERC).
Cultural stereotypes are everywhere in Europe: in 
jokes, media, politics, and art. Which stereotypes 
are relevant for EU cooperation, and how do 
stereotypes relate to citizens’ preferences on EU 
decision-making? This lecture presents the 
results of a survey on the topic conducted 
in 4 countries: Germany, Italy, Romania, and 
Sweden.
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The stereotypical national in Europe: 
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